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PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 

OF H.R. 1585, NATIONAL DEFENSE 
AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR FIS-
CAL YEAR 2008 

SPEECH OF 

HON. THOMAS H. ALLEN 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2007 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Chairman, the amendment 
I offer today seeks to bring hope from tragedy. 

CAP Patrick Damon, who lived in Falmouth, 
ME, with his wife and two children, was a loyal 
public servant, both in State government and 
in the Maine National Guard. 

In early 2006, Captain Damon was deployed 
with the Maine Guard’s 240th Engineer Group 
to Afghanistan. On June 15 of that year, Pat-
rick collapsed in his bunk after a run. Initial re-
ports were that he died of a heart attack, even 
though he had no previous or family history of 
heart problems. 

Captain Damon’s mother, Barbara Damon- 
Day, has been persistent in seeking to get 
more information from the Army about the 
cause of her son’s death. The Army lists the 
death as ‘‘sudden unexpected,’’ and the exact 
cause remains inconclusive. 

Based on her own investigation, Ms. 
Damon-Day believes her son’s death was 
brought about by an adverse reaction to mul-
tiple vaccinations in a 24-hour period. Her in-
vestigation has revealed a lack of clarity in the 
Defense Department’s guidelines and regula-
tions on administering multiple vaccinations in 
a 24-hour period. 

My amendment seeks to focus needed at-
tention on this issue. It requires the Defense 
Department to report to Congress on its poli-
cies on administering and evaluating multiple 
vaccinations within a 24-hour period to mem-
bers of the Armed Forces, including the Guard 
and Reserve. It requires information on wheth-
er the department’s policies conform to the 
regulations and guidelines of federal health 
agencies. 

The amendment also requests data on the 
number of deaths that have been investigated 
for vaccines-related causes, and information 
on how medical records are shared with the 
Adjutant General of the states. 

Finally, the amendment requires the Depart-
ment to perform a study on the safety and ef-
fectiveness of administering multiple vaccines 
with a 24-hour period to service personnel. 

Since her son’s death in June 2006, Mrs. 
Damon-Day has worked tirelessly to improve 
the Defense Department’s medical screening 
of Armed Forces prior to their deployment 
overseas. The Maine Legislature is currently 
considering legislation to create a commission 
to improve medical screening of Maine Guard 
personnel before they go overseas. 

Barbara Damon-Day has honored her son’s 
memory by making it her mission to improve 
the health screenings given our military, and 
to improve the information they receive, before 
they leave to serve on our behalf in Afghani-
stan, Iraq and around the globe. We owe her 
our gratitude for her efforts and our support to 
help advance her cause. I hope that my 
amendment can play a part in that mission. 

I urge support for the Allen amendment. 

TRIBUTE TO THE OLATHE NORTH-
WEST HIGH SCHOOL RAVONICS 
REVOLUTION ROBOTICS TEAM 
UPON THEIR PARTICIPATION IN 
THE ‘FIRST ROBOTICS’ NA-
TIONAL COMPETITION 

HON. DENNIS MOORE 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2007 

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Madam Speaker, I 
am pleased to have this opportunity today to 
recognize the Ravonics Revolution robotics 
team from Olathe Northwest High School in 
Olathe, KS. The Ravonics Revolution team 
was one of over 1,100 schools across the 
country to participate in the 2007 FIRST Ro-
botics competition, and were so successful 
that they were named Midwest Regional 
Champions. 

FIRST Robotics, which was founded by 
Dean Kamen, the inventor of the Segway, is 
creating programs where kids can compete in 
sports-like environments, using math/engineer-
ing/technology/science skills rather than tradi-
tional athletic skills. The organization’s vision 
is: ‘‘To create a world where science and tech-
nology are celebrated . . . where young peo-
ple dream of becoming science and tech-
nology heroes.’’ 

Olathe Northwest High School formed their 
FIRST Robotics team two years ago and has 
been led by Sue Rippe, a Kansas Teacher of 
the Year in 2000. Sue and her husband, Cliff, 
have dedicated themselves to this program, 
providing guidance and support, but the kids 
are the real leaders of the team. They ap-
pointed a CEO, COO, CIO, CFO and other 
leaders within their group to divide responsibil-
ities. 

The team raised their own money to attend 
competition—more than $38,000 this year— 
and obtained sponsorships from over 25 com-
panies and individuals. And, their hard work 
and dedication has not gone unnoticed. In ad-
dition to winning their regional championship 
in Chicago, IL, earlier this year, they won 
other awards in entrepreneurship, website de-
sign, video production and safety. They were 
further recognized at the championship event 
in Atlanta, GA, with the Autodesk Visualization 
Award for Best Lighting (CG Animation). 

Success isn’t enough for them, however, 
which is why they will be hosting a robot 
scrimmage this summer for all area teams to 
encourage more students and schools to join 
the FIRST Robotics league. 

Thanks to their teacher, Sue Rippe, the 
leadership of the Olathe school district and the 
FIRST Robotics organization, these students 
are able to focus on subjects they enjoy and 
on what they’re good at. The program not only 
allows kids to be surrounded with teachers 
and classes that help to build on their 
strengths, but it also brings together kids with 
like interests so that they can learn from each 
other and develop their leadership and team-
work skills. 

A very wise man once said that the really 
fundamental debts, like the ones that students 
owe to their teachers and parents, can’t be 
paid back. They are too big for that. They can 
only be paid forward to those who will come 
after us. I know that each of these students 

will find a way to ‘‘pay forward’’ the debt they 
owe by using their amazing talents to help ex-
plore worlds and ideas we never thought pos-
sible. 

Madam Speaker, the Ravonics Revolution 
team at Olathe Northwest High School is an 
example of what happens when students work 
together to create a highly talented, focused 
team and seek to achieve a goal greater than 
themselves. I join the residents of the entire 
Third Congressional District of Kansas in ap-
plauding the Olathe Northwest High School 
Ravonics Revolution team for their success in 
the 2007 FIRST Robotics competition and look 
forward to their continued success in all future 
endeavors. 
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IN HONOR OF THE CENTENNIAL 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE EAST 
END NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2007 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor and recognition of the East End 
Neighborhood House, EENH, whose leaders, 
staff and volunteers have uplifted and ener-
gized all aspects of Cleveland’s urban neigh-
borhoods for 100 years. 

In 1907, Miss Hedwig Kosbab formed the 
EENH in her mother’s home as a place that 
offered sewing classes for immigrant women. 
As the classes quickly began expanding to in-
clude others, the location of EENH changed 
several times but found its final home on the 
Van Sweringen estate in 1916. 

Beyond providing services to residents on 
an individual level and six major programs for 
those young and old, the EENH nurtures com-
munity pride and identity while assisting indi-
viduals in uniting to identify and resolve its 
issues collectively. As public needs change, 
EENH redirects its efforts to focus on the 
eroding areas of community influence and life 
such as church, family and schools. Their ef-
forts and services help to maintain stability in 
those areas and provide the lacking influence 
that is necessary for neighborhood prosperity, 
especially for children. One program provided 
by the EENH is the Cleveland Foster Grand-
parent Program, which brings neighborhood 
seniors and youth together. The unification of 
these two generations allows elders to con-
tinue to contribute by leading and sharing wis-
dom with the young people of the community, 
while providing the youth with the support and 
guidance that they need to become active 
members of the community as well. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honor and recognition of the volunteers, 
staff and leaders, past and present, of the 
East End Neighborhood House. Their collec-
tive dedication, vision, volunteerism and work 
on behalf of all residents has served to pre-
serve the historic integrity and pride of the 
neighborhood, promote community accord and 
maintain a healthy sense of neighborhood 
unity fo residents, young and old. 
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